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01/ Talmidim Calling
Talmidim Tasks

___ Memory Verse:  Galatians 2:20

___ Optimal Bible Reading: Galatians 1-6, Acts 9.
____Minimal Bible Reading:  Galatians 1-6

___Journal 1 entry this week

___Pray Psalm: 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84 (one each day)  

___Supplemental Reading: 

· Jack Deere Surprised By the Voice of God (chapter 22).

· R. Paul Stevens The Other Six Days 
· Henri Nouwen.  The Wounded Healer,.

· Victor Frankl Man’s Search For Meaning.
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Gimmel

A Talmidim’ Calling  

No one can give you a calling.    Books and tests cannot unveil your mission and purpose in God’s kingdom.  If it is God who is calling you then it is important that you come to recognize his voice, know his voice.   Hence the skill most important to develop during this quadrant is the skill of hearing and knowing the voice of God.  Surprised By The Voice of God (Jack Deere) will assist you in this endeavor.  The sooner you begin reading it and practicing some its disciplines you will begin to recognize his ever-abiding Voice.  After all Jesus said, “My sheep know my voice.”

As you read Galatians, Romans, Philippians, Ephesians, and Colossians pay close attention to how Paul uses the word “call” and its cognates (calling, called).  The Greek word “Klesis” is used with the inference of identity.  When God calls someone or something it heralds back to the Genesis of Creation—God  given the daylight the calling of “Day” and the nighttime the calling of “Night.”  That these measurement tools of time derive their creation and purpose from God.  As it relates to redemption Paul pieces together this understanding of our calling as an awareness God brings to us of who we really are.  That we are lost in a funk of mistaken identities, stolen identities—a true identity crisis.  

Traumatized by sin, the fall, and an unregenerate state we have lost our sense of who we really are.  The ‘klesis’ of God is a movement of the divine unearthing and dislodging us from false notions of who we are to truth and meaning of meaning and purpose.  

Paul uses ‘klesis’ in four manners: (1)salvation in Christ. (2)living in a Christian way. (3)interface of our discipleship and our life situation (4) Pauls own anointing as an Apostle.  We thus see there is a call to belong to God, to be God’s people and to do God’s work.

In this moment of calling there is:

1. The Caller—God (Kaleon)

2. The Calling—Our true identity “Who we really are” unveiled (Klesis)

3. The Called—us both as community and as individual member (Keklemenoi) 

R. Paul Stevens describes several theological perspectives on calling: 

1. There is the effectual call of Christ to be a disciple.

2. There is the providential call.  It is no accident that Lydia was a seller of purple cloth or that Priscilla and Aquila are tent-makers.  Part of the calling is recognizing NOTHING is an accident ALL past and present works together to reveal who my Maker is making me to be.

3. Charasimatic call.  The Holy Spirit will call us to tasks and purposes that He through his Spirit enables us to do.  There is a supernatural aspect to this.

4. There is a heart call.  This is the inner oughtness; something that is bigger than myself; something that brings break satisfaction and joy.

Fredrick Buechner says, “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

Galatians.  This book is full of debates and conflict, tension and confrontation.  Although it doesn’t deal explicitly with calling, it is imperative that we read Galatians in the context of the Torah.   Certain missionaries to Galatia are demanding the newly converted gentiles be circumcised like Moses and Abraham were instructed by God to do.  Paul isn’t merely writing this letter to combat this notion, his voice reaches tones of desperation as he argues that this controversy will undermine the whole premise of the Gospel of Jesus Christ—turning it into something altogether different.  

As you read take note of why Paul is so agitated by this and what his fears are if this teaching succeeds.  What are the implications of this for today’s church?

· What does Paul mean by “Law”

· Roman Law

· Mosaic Law

· Criminal Law

· Paul clearly has a polemic in this book.  What is the Polemic?  Who is he talking to and addressing?  

· What does it tell us about God that at different times he had different covenants and expectations of people?

· What does God require in every period of time for people to please him?

· Why does this tell us about God?
Bottom of Form

Memory Verse Study Guide

Think about  Jesus call to take up the cross and follow Jesus.  What does this verse mean in light of that?

Who or what is Paul addressing in the context of this verse?

What does this verse reveal about the call of God?
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