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16/ Talmidim Theology
Talmidim Tasks

___ Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 32:3-4
___ Optimal Bible Reading: Deuteronomy 18-34
____Minimal Bible Reading:  32-34

___Journal 1 entry this week

___Pray Psalm: 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70 (one each day)  

 ___Supplemental Reading: 

· How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart.  (none)  

· How to Read the Bible Book by Book, Gordon Feel and Douglas Stuart (Deuteronomy Chapter)

· Philip Yancey, The Bible Jesus Read.  

· Philip Wesley Comfort, The Origin of the Bible.   

A Talmidim’ Theology

Deuteronomy is the second law.  It is given to the children of the generation who left Egypt.  Here they stand readying themselves to enter Promise, to embrace their destiny, and arrive at their destination.  This book provides them with a map to success.  They are told they will be blessed or cursed based on how they live the teachings of this book.

To really appreciate the setting of the book you need to know that this book is a sermon, or perhaps a sermon series that Moses delivers to the next generation.  When Moses finishes his last sermon he will leave the young tribes in the Plains of Moab, walk up to a hidden mountain peak and take his last breath.   

One of the fortuitous blessings of this literature is the example it lays before us of contextualizing the Word of God.  Moses takes the Word of God (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers) spoken to a dead and buried in the sands of desert generation and contextualizes it to a new generation.  Like all sermons, which call people to action this sermon of Moses is no exception. Moses uses words like “today” and “this day” to emphasis the necessity of calling Israel to a decision.

Another word, Moses uses most generously and at times longingly is “land”.  Over 100 times he talks about the Land God is taking you to.  This land was promised to their forefathers.  This Land was their only hope of survival?  They were a homeless people?  Why is Moses not permitted to go into the Land?  Why didn’t the previous generation enter the Promise Land?  

As you read pay close attention to the events on Mt Ebal.  Moses sets before Israel two paths.  Their choice determined whether they lived blessed or cursed.  Central to this pronouncement is the idea that there is only one God.  Since there is only one God, no idol, or god can be worshiped.  God makes it clear that syncretism will not be tolerated in the worship of Him.  He wants true worship.  In Deuteronomy Moses makes it clear the Yahweh must be worshiped alone and only on his ways.

Bottom of Form

Memory Verse Study Guide

What do these verses reveal God to be?

Are the blessings and curses of this book for the church today?  Explain.

How can you apply or abstract the truths of this book for us?

What are some of the differences between this book and the previous three?
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