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08/ Talmidim Disciplines
Talmidim Tasks

___ Memory Verse:  2Corinthians 6:4-10

___Optimum Bible Reading: 2 Corinthians & 2 Thessalonians

___Minimal Bible Reading: 2 Cor. 2,6,9,12.  2 Thess 3.

___Journal 1 entry this week

___Supplemental Reading: Celebration of Discipline (select a chapter on a discipline you are interested in engaging in and read that chapter).
*___Pray Psalm 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (one each day)

Central Message

As you read 2 Corinthians see if you can observe the occasion and purpose for these letters.  Does Paul have a polemic?  If so what would it be?  Paul speaks quite a bit about the cost of being a minister (i.e., disciple), the object and purpose of ministry, the constant challenges and issues involved in apostolic ministry.  As a Talmidim what is the relationship between disciplines and sufferings?  Pay close attention to this and reflect on the misconceptions today in ministry as compared to Paul.   

Has the situation in Corinth got any better since the last letter?  How much time has transpired since the first letter?  

Second Thessalonians reveals a theological problem that has led to an ethical problem.  What is the theological problem?  What is the ethical delimma now?  Orthodoxy produces orthopraxy. Or a right theology produces a right behavior.  And the reverse is true:  a wrong theology produces a wrong behavior.  Sometimes the reason why we are struggling is because our understanding of God is warped, misconstrued, or tainted.  Correcting the behavior isn’t what’s needed.  We need to correct our understanding of God.  

In the next quadrant we will take up the issue of a Talmidim Theology.  In these epistles and virtually all of Paul’s letters this is the structure he engages his listeners through.  When he wants to correct their ethic he begins by talking about God and who God is.  In 2 Thessalonians they were teaching that the Day of the Lord had already come.  This teaching produced a wrong behavior, people had ceased working, and slothfulness had settled in.

Questions to Ponder

From reading Paul what disciplines would you say he was vigilantly engaged in as a disciple?

What is the “treasure in a jar of clay” that Paul speaks of in 2 Cor 4? 

Have you noticed how Paul is perpetually engaged in dialogue with God and with the recipients of his letters?  What is the main theme of Paul’s requests for prayer as well as the prayers he prays?  

Memory Verse Study Guide

What verse tells me the way that I approve myself to God as a minister? 2 Corinthians 6:4-10
1. Putting it in context: Why does Paul validate his ministry with this list?
2. What is the relationship of this pericope and the previous pericope on the “Ministry of reconciliation” (5:11-21)?  

I know I have reiterated again and again the necessary ingredient of discipline, so here I will not belabor the point. As a test on how well you have mastered yourself, I want to see if you can follow the following instructions for one day:  Force yourself to get up 30 minutes earlier than you usually do.  Tell yourself, “I am in control of you, flesh.  The fruit of the Spirit is self-control.”  Now wield those 30 minutes to do good for someone else.  Imagine you are Jesus for 30 minutes.  What would you do?  Here are some examples:  (1) write a card encouraging a brother.  (2) spend the time praying for another person.  (3) surprise your spouse with breakfast in bed.  (4) __________________.  The discipline you are engaging in is (1) controlling your time; (2) mastering your flesh when it is its weakest.  (4) Doing something for someone else. 
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