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01/ The Process of a Johannine Talmid
 

In the Fourth Gospel the process for becoming a follower of Jesus Christ involved these three phases:

1. “Come and See.”  In the first chapter of John (1:39) we are introduced to a couple followers of the Baptist, who upon hearing his testimony of Jesus, ask Jesus where he abides.  Jesus replies, “Come and see.” A few verses later Philip invites Nathanael to follow Jesus with the same refrain, “Come and see” (1:46).  As far back as the 2nd century this phrase was used to capture the essence of investigating the cost of discipleship before one committed to ‘the following’ as a way of life.  The come-and-see moment allowed the would-be student to carefully, prayerfully, and mindfully make a decision in whether or not s/he wanted to continue the journey.
2. “Follow Me.” After the initial invitation to make an informed decision the disciples are then invited into a journey.  Jesus says to Philip, “Follow me” (1:43).  Again the early church used this follow-me-call as the invitation to move beyond investigating and into a committed disciple-rabbi relationship.  What follows in John 1-21 is the journey of disciples as they learn what it means to follow Jesus.  For the early church this follow-me phase opened up into the journey of (a) abiding in the Word; (b) loving one another; (c) bearing much fruit.  For John these are the three qualitative marks of a disciple.
3. “Feed my Sheep.”  The final call Jesus issues comes at the end of the book when Jesus commissions Peter to do the work of making disciples.  “Feed my sheep” is the invitation for the disciple to do the work God has destined him/her to (21:16-17).  At this point one is ready for discipling others, ministering to others, and doing the work of Christ.
This discussion guide concerns itself with the come-and-see moment.  Therefore we are going to look at what it costs to enter into the talmidim.   

There are many discipleship programs available.  Some that will take far less of your time and involve little to no commitment.   The Talmidim is not in competition to manufacture an easy discipleship.  The journey requires time and effort, mind and soul. 

One needs to count the cost before entering into a commitment of this nature.  Don’t convince yourself that this is something you are going to cram into your already busy life.  Ask yourself, “What am I going to give up so that this can take shape in my life.”  For the next year you will have to surrender time.  That means something occupying your time right now will have to go.   As an example, one of the first Talmidim brothers, after looking at the commitment level required, decided to go for it.  Each of the three in the group were men with families of their own, business responsibilities, and ministry obligations.   All three of them turned off their cable T.V. —this freed up time and money.  For a solid year they didn’t watch TV on a daily or weekly basis.  Only on occasion.  
Amazingly, they all found more time for their families.  Their wives were impressed with the transformation.  With more time for God success took on a new meaning, happiness took on a new meaning and all of them began realizing their potential in God.   
You will have to give something up if this is going to work, that is counting the cost.  If it doesn’t cost you something it’s not worth the time and effort.  If it doesn’t make your heart pound it probably doesn’t require faith.  If it doesn’t stir up feelings of ‘what if I fail’ then it probably doesn’t require faith.  If it doesn’t give you a sense of adventure, butterflies, and holy rush then there is likely little faith needed. And if it doesn’t require faith, you probably can do it alone without God—or at least you think you can.   Think of Peter peering into the pounding storm, “Lord, if it’s you bid me come.”  The danger of asking a question like this is if it is, and if he says ‘Come,” you will have to go!  If it’s Jesus, it will require faith, trust, stepping out into the unknown, letting go of everything that seems secure and safe.  If it’s God, you may end up standing before a giant swordsman with a slingshot.  If its God, you may end up with your back to an army of oppressors, your face to an ocean, and the mission of getting your people across on dry ground.  If its God, and he calls, and you follow, there will be times when you wished it was only water you were walking on.

The cost of following Jesus is never one of ability.  Never.  Its always one of availability which means, its an issue of priorities.  So all that being said, “Come and see what the Talmidim is all about.  And then make your decision.
Each week in your discussion guide you will have the following:
Talmid Tasks

___Memory Verse:  usually a verse or two.
___Optimum Bible Reading: roughly 3-4 Bible chapters a day (10-15 minutes)
___Minimal Bible Reading:  roughly 1 chapter (5 minutes)
___Supplemental Reading:   Here you are introduced to several classical writers.  You will read several chapters from several books, enough to meet and experience these men/women.
___Journal 1 entry each week.  Each week you will need to discipline yourself in writing your feelings, prayers, ideas, etc.
___Devotional Time Prior to your first discussion you will set a goal of how much time (10, 15, 20 minutes) you want to spend in prayer each day.  The group holds you accountable to this time of spiritual devotion.
Discussion Guide
Each week we will come together for an hour or so and discuss: (a) accountability (b) memory verse; (c)  discussion guide and reading.  The discussion guide poses questions, comments and insights.  The questions are more for discussion sake.  We do not try to discuss every question.  The goal of discipleship is not comprehension but community in Jesus Christ, a striving to become like Christ, and a sense of discovering/developing our calling.   Each session opens and closes with prayer, pivots around the Sacred Text, and seeks to live by the Disciples Manifesto (Matthew 5-7).
�Talmid is Hebrew for ‘disciple’ (masculine).  Talmida is Hebrew for ‘disciple’ (feminine).  And Talmidim (disciples, masc.) and Talmidot (disciples, fem.) will be used when referring to the plural form. 
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